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JOLT TO O PANNEERSELVAM CAMP
NEW DELHI: In a jolt to the rebel AIADMK camp led by O Panneerselvam (OPS), the Supreme Court on
Friday refused to stay the July || resolution of the party’s general council expelling him from the party. It rather
sent back the matter to the Madras High Court, with a direction to dispose of the matter within three weeks.
In the meanwhile, a Bench headed by CJI NV Ramana ordered a status quo with regards to the party affairs.It
asked the Madras High Court to consider the matter afresh, without being influenced by its own past decisions,
including a restraint to the AIADMK general council not to decide the party's leadership issue.

In her brief order, Justice Pushkarna said: "I am of the
prima facie view that slanderous allegations were made
against the plaintiff (Smriti Irani) without verifying actu-
al facts," which caused grave injury to her reputation. In a
tweet, Jairam Ramesh said: "The Delhi High Court has
issued a notice asking us to formally reply to the case filed
by Smriti Irani. We look forward to presenting the facts
before the court. We will challenge and disprove the spin
being put on the matter by Ms Irani."

When the three Congress leaders levelled charges against
Irani, she, as well as her daughter Zoish, had issued
denials. Smriti had said her daughter is studying in Goa
and not engaged in any business, while Zoish asserted
through a lawyer in Goa that the charges were "baseless"
as she was neither an owner nor operating the bar-cum-
restaurant.

In retaliation, Congress workers shared the video clips
from food critic Kunal Vijayakar's "Khane mein Kya Hai,"
who savoured the dishes which Zoish hailed as pork and
beef items.

On Irani's denial of her daughter running any cafe or bar,
the Congress pulled out a newspaper article of April 14
‘which says "the cabinet minister is a proud mother pour-
ing praises on her daughter's restaurant.”

It's encounter time...

"The time has come for encounters. Our government will
take stringent action. We will not leave any room for such
criminal activity by forming special squads,” the minister
explained, reports a wire agency. The comments came soon
after Praveen Nettaru, a BJP Yuva Morcha worker, was
hacked to death on Tuesday. The two men arrested for the
killing were said to have links with the Popular Front of In-
dia, an extremist Islamic organization. The "Yogi model" is
seen to refer to tough action like jail for the accused or the
razing of their houses using bulldozers. Meanwhile, CM
Bommai has said the probe into the murder of the BJP
youth wing leader will be handed over to the National In-
vestigation Agency, noting it was an "organised crime"
with inter-state links. The communally sensitive Dakshina
Kannada district has been rocked by back-to-back murders
of two people belonging to different communities in the
last three days. Mohammad Fazil, a native of Surathkal,
was murdered by four unknown assailants outside a shop
on Thursday night, police said. Leader of Opposition in the
assembly Siddaramaiah demanded the resignation of Bom-
‘mai, saying law and order in the state has "completely col-
lapsed". The killings in the state show "intelligence fail-
ure”, he said.

"Intelligence comes under the CM while Law and Order
falls under the Home Minister. So, they are responsible for
it and should resign," he said. Reacting to the charges, Bom-
mai said 32 murders had taken place when he (Siddarama-
iah) was the chief minister. "What did he do then? He only
tries to bring politics in everything. His statement is of no
importance. We know how to manage things," he replied

The Congress party also said that Bommai's "Yogi Model"
pitch showed that chaos reigns in Karnataka and the situ-
ation can’t be redeemed. "If the government is saying that
the UP model of governance is going to come to Karnataka,
then it is conceding that the UP model of lawlessness and
anarchy is prevalent here. They are admitting they have
failed to control the fringe elements and uphold the law and
order," said Priyanka Kharge, Congress
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The ruckus in Parliament
that flared up on Thursday
on the "Rashtrapatni” re-
mark of Congress leader
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
continued on Friday, forc-
ing adjournment of both
the Lok Sabha and the Ra-
Jjya Sabha to Monday.

The ruling BJP members
created noisy scenes with
slogans for an apology by
Congress President Sonia
Gandhi while the Congress
MPs raised slogans against
the BJP outside under Ma-
hatma Gandhi's statue over
minister Smriti Irani in-
sulting the Congress presi-
dent in the Lok Sabha on
Thursday after an adjourn-
ment.

While Chowdhury said
he was still waiting for an
appointment he sought on

Thursday with President
Droupadi Murmu to apolo-
gise to her, while Smriti
Irani, along with two MPs,
on Friday called on the
President and described it
as a courtesy call.

In a related develop-
ment, 27 suspended MPs
on Friday concluded their

New Delhi: Members of Rajya Sabha protest in the House during
ongoing Monsoon Session of Parliament, in New Delhi, Friday,

50-hour long ‘'dharna’
since Wednesday under
the Gandhi statue even as
Parliamentary  Affairs
Minister Pralhad Joshi
accused them of partying
in the name of protest,
which is now unlawful in
the Parliament House
premises.

Kharge writes to Naidu
for expunging remarks by
Nirmala, Goyal on Sonia

NEW DELHI: Leader of Opposi-
tion in Rajya Sabha Mallikar-
jun Kharge on Friday wrote to
Rajya Sabha chairman Venka-
iah Naidu, requesting him to ex-
punge the remarks made by
Union ministers  Nirmala
Sitharaman and Piyush Goyal
on Sonia Gandhi in the House.
Kharge wanted the ministers
to apologise for violating the
conventions of the House. His
letter came a day after Sithara-
man and Goyal attacked Con-
gress leader Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury for his "rashtrapat-
ni" remark while referring to
President Droupadi Murmu.
Both the mmlsters also hit out
f Sonia Gandhi

Video footage shows... .

Internet users are now attempting to identify the soldier
seen doing the castrating, and believe he may have come
from a Chechen unit that ultimately falls under the com-
mand of Vladimir Putin crony Ramzan Kadyrov, Daily
Mail reported. Others have suggested the camouflage he is
wearing is from a Rosgvardia unit - Russian national
guard that report directly to Putin.

Bihar judge says...

Citing top court's judgments, the bench pointed out that
there are many judgments which say sentencing issues
should not be done on the same day. However, counsel
argued that a judge cannot be proceeded against for an
erroneous judgement. The bench recalled that a person
‘was given death sentence in a span of nine days and the
top court set aside that order and sent the matter back to
the sessions court for fresh trial. It said it will be a traves-
ty of justice if adequate notice is not given, and also ade-
quate opportunity not given to the person who is finally
going to get the death sentence.

After hearing arguments in the matter, the top court
issued notice to the Registrar General and the state gov-
ernment on the claim by Rai that his suspension order and
the pending disciplinary proceedings against him record-
ed no reasons. Rai, an Additional District and Sessions
Judge in Araria, sought quashing of the non-speaking sus-
pension order dated February 8, 2022 issued by the Patna
High Court and the purported disciplinary proceedings as
mentioned therein, being malicious, illegal and arbitrary.

SC dismisses review...

the reason for the demand, view of the Parliamentary
Committee which proposed the adoption of OROP for per-
sonnel belonging to the armed forces and beyond this, the
report cannot be construed as embodying a statement of
governmental policy. It had held that governmental policy
formulated in terms of Article 73 by the Union or Article
162 by the State has to be authoritatively gauged from the
policy documents of the government, which in present
case is the communication dated November 7, 2015. The
top court's verdict had come on the plea filed by the Indian
Ex-servicemen Movement (IESM).

Revision of pension under OROP under process: [Hhet]
One Pension' (OROP) is under process, the government said
in Lok Sabha. In responding to a question, Minister of State
for Defence Ajay Bhatt said the revision is being carried out
with effect from July 1, 2019. The minister also cited an order
by the Supreme Court on the matter.

AIIMS medical board to submit
final report in August first week

CHENNAL The medical board of
the All India Institute of Medical

members  of
the board are

revision of pension for ex-servicemen under the 'One Rank

Sciences (ATIMS), constituted on ~ out of the
the directives of the Supreme country till
Court to probe the death of Tamil ~ August 1.
Nadu Chief Minister J. Jay- The
alalithaa, will be submitting thefi- ~ Supreme

nal report to the Justice A. Aru-  Court had, on
mughaswamy Commission in the ~ November 30,
first week of August. 2021, directed

The Justice Aurmughaswamy
Commission was given an exten-
sion by the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment till August 3 and the Member
Secretary of the AIIMS medical
board has communicated o it that
it would submit its final report in
the first week of August.The Al
IMS medical board, in the commu-
nication, stated that it needs time
till the first week of August as the

the AIIMS to constitute a medical
board to assist the Justice Aru-
mughaswamy commission that is
probing the death of the former
Chief MinisterIts direction came
following the request from the Apol-
1o Hospitals, Chennai to constitute
medical board to assist the commis-
sion to understand the medical
treatment provided to the late Chief
Minister.

and demanded an apology from
her.

In his letter, Kharge said as
per Parliamentary practices
and conventions critical re-
marks should not be made on
the other House or members of
the other House. He cited a rul-
ing made by former RS Chair-
man R Venkataraman on April
15, 1987, wherein he observed,
"No person who is not a member

in the House in a derogatory
manner or in any other way af-
fecting his reputation”.

The senior Congress leader
said even the question of privi-
lege cannot be raised directly in
one house against members of
the other House.

In this regard, he said, a pro-
cedure has been laid down
based on a report of Joint Sit-
ting of Committees of Privi-
leges of Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha which was presented to
both Houses on August 23, 1954
and later adopted by the Houses
in December, 1954.

"As per this procedure, when a
question of breach of privilege
or contempt of the House is
raised in either of the House in
which a member, officer or ser-
vant of the other House is in-
volved, the procedure followed
is that the Presiding Officer of
the House in which the question
of privilege is raised, refers the
case to the Presiding Officer of
the other House", Kharge said,
addinghe mentioned this proce-
dure to emphasise the sanctity
of sovereignty of each House of

Maois! commanden with
Rs 5L rewand lilled

AVDHESH MALLICK
: Raipur

A dreadful Maoist Com-
mander, carrying a bounty
of Rs 5 lakh on his head,
died in an encounter with
security forces in Chhattis-
garh’s highly disturb Suk-
ma district on Friday, po-
lice said.

The gunfight took place
the morning in a forest
near Bindrapani village
when a team of the District
Reserve Guard (DRG) from
neighbouring Dantewada
district was out on combing
operation close to the inter-
district border Sukma, In-
spector General of Police
(Bastar Range) Sundarraj P
said.

During the operation, a
confrontation occurred be-
tween the DRG team and
the armed Maoist guerril-
las and when the area of en-
counter was searched a
body of Naxal was recov-
ered, the officer said.The
team of security forces was
dispatched on the basis of
specific intel inputs shared
by the informers about the
presence of Maoist guerril-

7.58 cr got precaution

[ ledinngayT
oseof Caccine s BJP terms deaths result
of ‘chemical poisoning'

on July 26: Govt

NEW DELHI

A total of 7.58 crore people
have got the precautlon
dose of Covid vaccine as on
July 26, Minister of State
for Health Bharati Pravin
Pawar informed the Lok
Sabha on Friday.

In a written reply, she said
that according to WHO, 203
countries have included
booster or additional dose
in their COVID-19 immuni-
sation schedule.

For individuals infected
with COVID-19, all vaccina-
tion, including precaution
dose, is to be deferred by
three months after recov-
ery, Pawar said.

Precaution dose is avail-
able under the Covid vac-
cination programme for
all eligible beneficiaries
above 18 years, after six
months from the date of
administration of the sec-
ond dose.

Under the 'Covid Vaccina-
tion Amrit Mahotsava/, pre-
caution dose is available
free of cost to all benefici-
aries aged 18 years and
above at all government
covid vaccination centres
from July 15.

"With the launch of the
special initiatives of 'Har
Ghar Dastak' and 'Covid
Vaccination Amrit Mahot-
sava', there is a significant
increase in the demand and
administration of precau-
tion dose across the coun-
try. As on July 26, a total of
7.58 crore beneficiaries
have received precaution
dose of COVID-19 vaccine,"
Pawar said.

DARSHAN DESAI
Ahmedabad

Even as the toll in the Gu-
jarat hooch tragedy has gone
over 42, the opposition par-
ties Congress and Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) on Friday
came down heavily on the
BJP Government for dis-
missing the deaths as those
caused by “chemical poison-
ing” and not illicit liquor.
Simultaneously, Congress
leaders Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi took to
Twitter to condemn the
hooch tragedy and asked
‘who was giving patronage to
the liquor mafia in the State
of Gandhi and Sardar Patel.
Rahul Gandhi tweeted,
“Several homes have been
destroyed due to consump-
tion of spurious liquor in
‘dry’ Gujarat. This is a mat-
ter of grave concern. Who
are the ones openly carrying
on this business of intoxica-
tion in the land of Gandhi
and Patel? Who among those
in power are giving patron-
age to such mafia.”
Demanding immediate ex-
gratia relief to the families
of the hooch victims, Gu-
jarat Congress spokesperson
Manish Doshi ridiculed the
State Government for main-
taining that these were
“chemical poisoning” deaths
and asked if this was so why
then had the police lodged
FIRs under the Prohibition

ct.

Hours after a team of Gu-
jarat Congress leaders visi
ed the Rojid village in

Saurashtra region’s Botad
district where the tragedy
struck, Doshi asserted, “The
cold-blooded and shameless
BJP government calls the
laththakand (hooch tragedy)
as  chemical poisoning
deaths to cover up their fail-
ures in the past 27 years of
its continuous rule.

He pointed out at a press
conference on Friday
evening that after 148 per-
sons were killed in the 2009
Ahmedabad hooch tragedy,
the Justice Mehta Commis-
sion appointed to probe the
deaths had criticized the BJP
Government for its failure in
implementing the prohibi-
tion policy.

“Yet another  similar
tragedy has happened. If the
state government is so hell-
bent on calling it a ‘methanol
chemical’ tragedy, why has-
n't it taken any action
against the excise officials
concerned with methanol
chemical,” Doshi asked.

He demanded to know if
the government had main-
tained a database of history-
sheeters and bootleggers in
the state. “Whenever such a
tragedy occurs, the BJP gov-
ernment comes up with
some new notification order.
Why is it not maintaining a
database of bootleggers, his-
tory sheeters, hooch manu-
facturers and other anti-so-
cial elements present in each
taluka in Gujarat? The BJP
must answer if the police
maintained such a database
and what is the overall num-
ber in the state,” he said.

Commenting on Social media, TV
channels ‘facet of free speech’

NEW DELHI: Right to comment on content on social media or TV
channels is a facet of free speech under the Constitution and it will be
in the interest of public that every broadcaster has the right of criticism
and review even in relation to programmes created by others, the Delhi
HC said. Justice Asha Menon noted dissemination of a spectrum of
information would result in a better informed society and the right to
ccomment should be subject to reasonable restrictions under the
Constitution in relation to threat to national security and law and order
and defamation. "Of course, the right to privacy and reputation cannot
be violated in the garb of freedom to comment. Other than that, the
ability to express an opinion must be freely available for all who hold
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an opinion," the court said.

The court was passing an order on
a lawsuit by a media house
against online news portal
Newslaundry for allegedly
ridiculing and defaming its news
broadcast and anchors through its
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Amit Mod, Managing Director
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