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Hindu outfits protest shifting of temple in Shahjahanpur

SHAHJAHANPUR: Hindu outfits and locals staged a protest against the shifting of a Hanuman temple, which is located
at a place from where the under-construction Delhi-Lucknow National Highway is passing here. Tilhar police station
incharge Virendra Singh said preventive action has been taken against 32 people, including temple priests and villagers.A
large number of policemen were deployed around the temple, he said.

Advocate Sanjay Parikh, advancing the arguments on
behalf of an oustee, submitted that in items of the Nar-
mada Water Disputes Tribunal, the entitlement of the
applicant should have been for 4.293 hectares of land.

Parikh submitted that a proper reading of the top
court's order would show that the compensation would
have to be pegged at 30 lakh per hectare and the actual
compensation would come to be Rs 1.28 crore.

Additional Solicitor General Aishwarya Bhati, ap-
pearing for the Centre, stated that the 2017 order was
passed under Article 142 and a modification or clarifi-
cation order cannot be passed as that would be a sub-
stantive review of the court's decision.

The top court on February 8, 2017, cleared the decks for
monetary compensation for the oustees of the Sardar
Sarovar Project (SSP) on river Narmada in Madhya
Pradesh by ordering Rs 60 lakh for each of the families
which are likely to be displaced.

Passing a slew of directions to address the grievances
of 681 such families, the apex court had ordered com-
pensation of Rs 60 lakh per family for two hectares of
land with an undertaking to be taken from them that
they would vacate the land within one month failing
which the authorities would have the right to forcibly
evict them. Earlier, Narmada Bachao Andolan had told
the apex court that 192 villages and one township would
be affected in Madhya Pradesh alone and about 45,000 af-
fected people are yet to be rehabilitated.

The Sardar Sarovar Project oustees, including thou-
sands of Adivasis and farmers, have been waiting for
land-based rehabilitation for many years, NBA had said.

106 PFI activists...

Maharashtra and Karnataka accounted for 20 arrests
each, Tamil Nadu (10), Assam (9), Uttar Pradesh (8),
Andhra Pradesh (5), Madhya Pradesh (4), Puducherry
and Delhi (3 each) and Rajasthan (2). Details of all the
arrested functionaries were not immediately available.
The officials said the searches took place place at the
premises of persons allegedly involved in terror fund-
ing, organising training camps and radicalising people
to join proscribed organisations. As the raids, which be-
gan in the early hours of Thursday continued, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah held a meeting of top offi-
cials, including National Security Advisor Ajit Doval,
during which they are believed to have discussed the
searches at premises linked to the PFI and action
against terror suspects.

Rahul emphasises on...

The Congress had decided on a set of organisational re-
forms during the Udaipur Chintan Shivir held earlier
this year. The declaration said that the principle of "one
person, one post" should be followed. Rahul Gandhi is not
likely to run for the presidential poll scheduled to be held
on October 17. The results will be announced on October
19. Giving an indication of his willingness to contest the
presidential election, Ashok Gehlot, who is considered to
be close to Nehru-Gandhi family, had said on Wednesday
that he is willing to accept any responsibility given to
him by the party. Gehlot met party's interim chief Sonia
Gandhi on Wednesday. Party MP Shashi Tharoor has also
given indication of contesting polls and had met Sonia
Gandhi on Monday. He met Congress Central Election
Authority chief Mistry on Tak-
ing a veiled jibe at the Bharatiya Janata Party, Gandhi to-
day said that Congress is fighting a "machine" that has
"captured the institutional framework" of the country.

Rupees sinks to...

A median of Fed officials' projections showed rates
peaking at 4.50-4.75% next year with no cuts likely until
2024. The rupee was the second worst performer among
Asian currencies after South Korea’s won. The dollar in-
dex, which measures the strength of the greenback
against a basket of six major currencies, surged to a
fresh two-decade high of 111.81. The Indian currency
started the day at an unprecedented low of 80.2850 a dol-
lar tracking global strength in the US currency. Global-
ly, investors turned risk-averse due to concerns that ag-
gressive rate hikes by the Federal Reserve to curb infla-
tion might push the US economy into a recession, boost-
ing demand for the dollar, a safe haven asset.

SC reserves verdict...

In their rejoinder submissions on Thursday, senior ad-
vocate Dushyant Dave and Huzefa Ahmadi slammed the
arguments of the solicitor general regarding involve-
ment of the Popular Front of India (PFI) as totally ir-
relevant, only to cause prejudice. They argued that no
material was shown on record regarding PFI inciting
the school girls to wear Hijab as a Muslim identity.

In their arguments, the petitioners insisted that unlike
triple talaq and cow sacrifice, Hijab is mentioned in
Quran and it is the farz (duty) of the Muslim women to
retain it. In absence of State showing that hijab affects
the fundamental rights of others, any restriction on
wearing the same affects the freedom of conscience and
behavioural privacy of Muslim women. It also hampers
their education prospects, it was argued. The Solicitor
General had alleged that till the year 2021, no girl stu-
dent was wearing any hijab. However, an agitation was
started by the PFI to create "social unrest” and the stu-
dents were made part of the conspiracy, he alleged.

Bhagwat visits mosque...

However, Bhagwat intervened to say there is only one
father of the nation and said everyone is 'Bharat ki san-
tan' (child of the nation), according to the RSS official.
The All India Imam Organisation is the representative
voice of the community of Indian imams and claims to
be the largest imam organisation in the world. Ilyasi
and Bhagwat held talks for about an hour at the
mosque, which also houses the office of the All India
Imam Organisation and the cleric's residence. "He is a
‘rashtra pita’. We discussed several issues for for
strengthening the country," Ilyasi told PTI, adding that
Bhagwat had visited the mosque as well as madrassa on
his invitation. "With this visit of Bhagwat, a message
should go that we all want to work towards strengthen-
ing India. For all of us, the nation comes first. Our DNA
is the same, it is just that our religion and methods of
worshipping god are different," Ilyasi said, echoing the
RSS chief's words. Bhagwat was accompanied by senior
Sangh functionaries, including joint general secretary
Krishna Gopal and Muslim Rashtriya Manch patron In-
dresh Kumar.

Terrorists, rapists, convicts...

Others convicted with life imprisonment who will have
to spend their entire life in jail include those convicted
of murder in two or more cases, convicts in cases which
have been investigated by Delhi Special Police Estab-
lishment constituted under the Delhi Special Police Es-
tablishment Act, 1946 or offence under any Central Act
other than the Code of Criminal Procedure,1973.

Also, prisoners whose appeal is pending in the High
Courts or Supreme Court; convicts involved in the mur-
der of a government servant (Central or State) while he
was performing his official duties; all such convicted
prisoners who have been ordered by the court to remain
in jail life-long; convicts of offences committed under
Chapter VI and Chapter VII (offences relating to the
Army, Navy and Air Force) of the IPC will also have to
spend life in jail.

OUR BUREAU
NEW DELHI:

In a tussle with his arch rival Sachin Pilot
(45) waiting to grab his post as promised
by the Gandhis over a year ago, Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot(71) on
Thursday floated the name of Assembly to
Speaker C P Joshi (72), a former MP and
ex-AICC general secretary, as his succes-
sor if he were elected as the Congress
President. in the election on October 17.
He has already given indication to enter
the Congress President's poll fray after
meeting Sonia Gandhi here on Wednesday
and then flying to Kerala to meet Rahul
Gandhi heading the Bharat Jodo Yatra to
persuade him once again to better return

as the Congress President.
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the
change of the
chief minister
and he is trying
the
prospects of Pi-
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post because of
his closeness to
Gandhi.
In fact, Pilot has
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Gehlot let out the name of Dr Joshi to be
the CM after him as he was miffed at the

ly elevation as
the CM to give
him
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the Congress to
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pointing
that
made the party
- win
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and he can do the magic again if he is at
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Junks plea...

TV channels started reporting that Pilot
has he blessings of the Gandhis to take
over as the Rajasthan CM. He was also
miffed by Rahul Gandhi telling the media at
a press conference on Thursday in Kerala
that Gehlot will have to step down as the CM
if he wants to be the Congress president since
it is not just an organisational position, but
an ideological post and a belief system.
Asked if he would stand by the Udaipur chin-
tan shivir decision on "one man, one post,"
applicable also to Gehlot, he said: "What we
decided at Udaipur; we expect that commit-
ment to be maintained."Rahul said he would
advise whosoever becomes the president of

the party that they should remember that the

post represents a set of ideas, a belief system
and a vision of India.
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aremises remanded i walks home naked in UP

NIR custody til Oct 1

MUMBAT : A special Na-
tional Investigation Agency
court in Mumbai on Thurs-
day remanded a man in cus-
tody of the probe agency
till Oct 1 a day after he was
arrested while seeking to
surrender in the murder
case of pharmacist Kolhe.

Kolhe was killed in Maha-
rashtra's Amravati city on
June 21 after he shared on
social media a post pur-
portedly supporting sus-
pended Bharatiya Janata
Party spokesperson Nupur
Sharma over her controver-
sial remarks about Prophet
Mohammad.

Shaheem Firoz Ahmed
(22), who was nabbed by NIA
from the court premises on
Wednesday when he had
come to surrender before the
special judge hearing the
matter; was on the run and
the probe agency had an-
nounced a reward of Rs 2
lakh for information leading
his arrest.

MORADABAD: In a shock-
ing incident, a video has
gone viral on social media
wherein a 15-year-old girl,
who was allegedly kid-
napped and gang-raped by
five men here, is seen walk-
ing naked for about two kilo-
metres on the Moradabad-
Thakurdwara Road to reach
home.

Instead of helping the girl,
some passers-by are seen
standing as mute spectators,
while others filmed her and
shared the disturbing videos
on social media platforms.

According to reports, the
incident took place a fort-
night ago but the viral video
has emerged now.

The girl’s uncle said, “She
was bleeding profusely
when she returned home
and narrated the ordeal to
us.”

He then approached the po-
lice to file a complaint but no
action was initiated until he
raised the matter before the
district police head SSP He-

mant Kutiyal.
Thereafter, the police
swung into action and

nabbed an accused after
lodging an FIR on Septem-
ber 7.

The complainant also stat-
ed in the FIR that family
members of the accused
have threatened to kill him.

As per Moradabad police,
the girl had gone to attend a
fair in a neighbouring vil-
lage when she was kid-
napped by five men who
took turns to rape her. Hear-
ing her screams, a villager
rushed to the spot but by
then the five accused had
fled the scene, taking away
her clothes and other be-
longings. Additional super-
intendent of police (rural)
Sandeep Kumar Meena said,
“An FIR has been lodged un-
der section 376D (gangrape)
and the POCSO Act. We ar-
rested one of the accused on
September 15. Further in-
vestigation is on.”

— Agencies

Gujarat government shuts down
RTI request in Bilkis Bano case

Activist seeks terms of reference of panel that freed 11 convicts

DARSHAN DESAI
Ahmedabad

The Gujarat government has
flatly declined to disclose the
terms of reference of the com-
mittee that recommended the
remissions to the murderers
and rapists in the 2002 Bilkis
Bano case and claimed that
this did not constitute an in-
formation under the Right To
Information (RTI) Act.

An application under the
RTI was filed by Pankti Jog,
convenor of the Mahiti Ad-
hikar Gujarat Pahel (Gujarat
Initiative on RTI), seeking in-
formation of the terms of ref-
erence of all the district-level
remission committees to con-
sider releasing convicts consti-
tuted by the government for
the past five years.

She also sought certified
copies of theminutes of all the

meetings held by the p
committees during
that period, besides
asking for all the
names recommended
for release as well as
the reasons given for
such remission.

Jog’s application also sought
certified copies of the notes on
the related files along with the
“criteria for selection of mem-
bers of the remission commit-
tee for release of jail inmates
on the occasion of the 75th An-
niversary of Independence”.

In its reply in Gujarati to the
RTI application in English, the
Home Department replied:
“The information you have
sought doesn't fall under the
definition of information un-
der Section 2 (h) of the RTI
Act, 2005, and so there is no
question of giving any infor-
mation.”

“Everything I have
asked falls under the
definition of infor-
mation and I am
shocked at such a re-
ply from the Home
Department,”  Jog
told the Free Press
Journal.

Jog called the reply “ridicu-
lous” and said she would file
an appeal challenging it on
Friday.

The 11 convicts were re-
leased under the state remis-
sion policy on August 15. After
they came out, various right-
wing organisations felicitated
them.

Bilkis was gang-raped and
several people of her family;
including her three-year-old
daughter, were killed when
they were trying to flee from
her native Randhikpur during
the post-Godhra riots of 2002.

AAP, BJP in spat over ‘Op Lotus’

Punjab A k to be ] on
September 27 says Bhagwant Mann
RNES_H _MOLI_I_)_(_;IL_I__Cr!_and\ga_m protest march was stopped by

An ugly spat has erupted be-
tween ruling Aam Aadmi Par-
ty (AAP) and opposition BJP
over the issue of “Operation
Lotus” since Wednesday night
in Punjab after the Governor
Banwarilal Purohit cancelled
the special assembly session

i L T g , -
Water cannons are used to disperse BJP activists during a protest against
the Punjab government, near parly office in Chandigarh, on Thursday,

called on Thursday to bring
confidence motion in favour of

On Thursday the AAP legis-
lators took out a protest march
against the governor’s deci-
sion to cancel the session while
the BJP held a counter-protest
against what it termed as
'AAP’s theatrics to hide its fail-
ures'.

Prior to AAP MLAs’ march
toRaj Bhawan - the governor’s
residence - Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann convened a
Cabinet meeting following
which he announced that the
session would now be held on
September 27 with a revised
list of business.

Mann further said that the
AAP would also move the
Supreme Court against the
“arbitrary and anti-democrat-
ic decision” of the governor to
cancel the permission of hold-
ing a special session after giv-
ing permission for it.

Mann also accused opposi-
tion parties, Congress and Shi-
romani Akali Dal of being
hand in glove with BJP in
BJP’s 'Operation Lotus’.

Prior to the Cabinet meeting
Mann held a meeting with AAP
MLAs to discuss the party’s
strategy and decided to take out
amarch to Raj Bhawan to regis-
terthelrprotest

he AAP MLAs, whose
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police ahead of Raj Bhawan,
held banners against BJP read-
ing “killer of democracy”,
“Congress-BJP killing democ-
racy” and “Stop operation Lo-

It .may be recalled that the
governor had on Wednesday
thwarted the AAP govern-

ment’s move to summon a spe-
cial session to bring a confi-
dence motion in its favour, say-
ing that he had sought legal
opinion on the issue and the
House rules did not allow such
amotion.
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Earlier; the main opposition
party Congress as well as BJP
had also approached the gover-
nor with their same objections
against this session.

The AAP legislators held that
the session was called in the
wake of BJP’s attempts of
horse trading offering Rs 25
crore to several of them in a
bid to topple the six-month old
AAP government under its
“Operation Lotus”.

It may also be recalled that
they had also lodged a police
case against some unknown
BJP leaders in this regard.

The counter-protest march
by BJP leaders and workers
was stopped by Chandigarh po-
lice using barricading and wa-
ter cannons near their Sector
37 office when they began their
march to gherao the chief min-
ister residence.
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| KHADEJA have changed

Deckare That [ have change

my name to KHADIJA
LA DIO
TALIB HUSAIN

ENGINEERINGWALA  and
now | would be known as
KHADIJA ENGINEERINGWALA

note goes on leave

K RAVEENDRAN
Thiruvananthapuram

KOzHIKODE:  NIT director Prasad Krish-
na, whose name figured in the suicide note
of Agin S Prasad, student of Lovely Profes-
sional University, Jalandhar, leading to
protests at both campuses, has gone on
leave, the university informed striking stu-
dents in an email.

The email message, however, said the pro-
fessor took leave so that he can go to
Surathkal NIT in Karnataka, which he is
also in charge of and that it is a temporary
arrangement. Meanwhile, protests have
continued on the NIT campus, demanding
action against Prof Krishna. A protest by
Muslim Students Federation even turned
violent. Students Federation of India also
staged a protest demanding the director's
removal.

BJP spent over Rs 340 cr on
poll campaign in 5 states

NEW DELHI: The Bharatiya Janata Party
spent over Rs 340 crore in the assembly
polls in five states held earlier this year,
while the Congress shelled out more than
Rs 194 crore for its campaigning in these
states, according to the election expendi-
ture reports of the two parties.

According to the report filed by the BJP
and put in public domain by the Election
Commission, the party spent more than Rs
340 crore on its campaigns for the Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Manipur, Goa and
Punjab assembly elections held early this
year.

The BJP's spending report showed that it
spent over Rs 221 crore in Uttar Pradesh,
over Rs 23 crore in Manipur, Rs 43.67 crore
in Uttarakhand, more than Rs 36 crore in
Punjab and Rs 19 crore in Goa.
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| Item Description | Tender for Vehicle dated Saturday, 03" September, 2022 of
Online Tender No 03 Tirupati Starch & Chemicals Limited
t ' Tirupati Snrch&cnmuh lelhd {"the Company’) had issued Notice dated
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